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CSEC in Georgia - August 2011 Data Count 
Commercial sexual exploitation of children is defined by the sexual exploitation of a child primarily for financial or other 
economic reasons involving both monetary and non-monetary exchanges for activities (Estes & Wiener, 2001). Each 
month, it is estimated that between two to five hundred girls are commercially sexually exploited throughout Georgia and 
research has indicated that the average age of entry is between 12 and 14 years old.

1
 Exploited girls do not self-identify 

as victims, and deny victimization due to fear of the physical and psychological abuse inflicted by the trafficker/pimp, as 
well as trauma bonds developed through the victimization process. 
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Who is a child 

sex trafficking 

victim? 
 

A child who has 

received food, 

drugs, money  

or shelter in  

exchange for sex 

A Statewide System to Protect Georgia’s Children 

The Estes and Weiner (2001) study found that 95% of the commercial sexual exploitation affecting boys         
involved adult male perpetrators, the majority of whom were married with children.

3
 

In the United States, it is more common for children to be sexually exploited for monetary gain by family and 
friends.

4
 

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) estimates that 1 in 5 girls and 1 in 10 boys 
are sexually abused or assaulted before they reach adulthood; less than 35% of those cases are reported to 
authorities.

5
 

Recognizing this as a serious problem in Georgia, the Governor’s Office for 
Children and Families (GOCF) created the nation’s first statewide response to 
identify child sex trafficking victims and address their needs. 

Adolescent Girls in Georgia’s Sex Trade 
2
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1Smith, L.A., Vardaman, S.H., & Snow, M.A. (2009). The National Report on Domestic Minor Trafficking: 
  America’s Prostituted Children. Vancouver, WA: Shared Hope International. 
2Schapiro Group,. T. (2010) Adolescent Girls in Georgia’s Sex Trade: Tracking Study Results. Atlanta, GA:  
  The Shapiro Group. 
3Dank, M. (2009). The Lost Children of New York City: Population estimate, network attributes and the role of  
  social capital in the commercial sexual exploitation of children in New York City. (Unpublished doctoral  
  dissertation). The City University of New York, NY. 
4Albanese, Jay. (2007). Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children: What Do We Know and What Do We Do  
  About It? National Institute of Justice Special Report. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs.  
5Albanese, Jay. (2007). Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children: What Do We Know and What Do We Do  
  About It? National Institute of Justice Special Report. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs.  



The Georgia Care Connection (GCCO) was created to provide a single point of entry for referrals of children             
identified as being commercially sexually exploited or at risk of becoming commercially sexually exploited. GCCO 
has been linking victims to services since June of 2009. Recently, EMSTAR Research, Inc. completed an evaluation 
report of GCCO’s operations for FY2011 (July 2010-June 2011). The report reviews data from their second year of 
existence and includes the following findings. 

GCCO received a total of 141 referrals during their second year of operation. Compared to last year, this  
year’s referrals increased by 40%, spanned a greater number of Georgia counties and were received from a 
wider variety of agencies and individuals. Of the 141 referrals that GCCO received for FY2011: 

100% were female; 

67% lived in Fulton and DeKalb counties; and 

46% were referred by law enforcement. 
 

From the 141 referrals received, GCCO staff administered comprehensive screenings to 104 of the girls. Of  
the 104 screenings: 

90% reported running away an average of 5 times each, for an average of 27 days (this was higher in 
the second year as compared to the first year) ; 

48% reported experiencing sexual abuse and 23.5% reported experiencing physical abuse (these           
reported rates were also higher in the second year than the first); and 

51% reported previous or current DFCS involvement. 
 

Girls victimized through commercial sexual exploitation reported an average of one year and three months in 
“the life.” 

 

A total of 112 girls became clients of GCCO. Among these, 18 successfully completed safe home services 
for a total of 26 over the two years of operation. 

 

Since GCCO began providing services in 2009, a total of 27 clients have assisted in the prosecution of 
their exploiter(s). 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

How Can You Help? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - 

POSSIBLE WARNING SIGNS:  
 

Branding or tattooing: victims branded by their pimp with tattoos that include a male name or initials, 
street name, gang or money symbols; these are often found on legs, neck, chest, hands or arms (this      
is one of the ways that pimps maintain physical and psychological control over emotionally vulnerable girls) 

An older boyfriend or male friend or relative 

Withdrawn and uncommunicative 

Possession of large amounts of money (girls turn money over to the pimp) 

Poor personal hygiene and/or inappropriate dress 

Runaway or lack of adult supervision/support 

If you suspect a child is a victim of commercial sexual exploitation, please contact the Georgia Care            
Connection Office at 404-602-0068. 
Calling the GCCO links the family to supportive services but does not fulfill mandatory reporting of child sexual exploitation as       
required by Senate Bill 69. 

In order for these efforts to continue to succeed, support from the 
local community is necessary. As a community, we can help identify 
possible victims and get them into care.  

Georgia Care Connection: 2nd Year Evaluation Findings 


